Mandatory introduction of ADR 80/03

From 1 January 2011 all vehicles in the MA, MB, MC, MD, ME, NB and NC categories, with a GVM greater than 3.5 tonnes must comply with ADR80/03.

You are advised that all applicable vehicles with a “date of manufacture” on or after 1 January 2011 that do not comply with ADR80/03 must not be used in transport or supplied to the market in Australia. 
It is an offence under Section 14 of the Motor Vehicle Standards Act 1989 to supply to the market a nonstandard vehicle, or a vehicle not fitted with an identification plate.  This offence carries a maximum penalty of 120 penalty units per vehicle.  A penalty unit is $110 for individuals or $1100 for corporations.

Condition 7 on the identification plate approval document states that “The Licensee shall not affix an identification plate to a vehicle on or after the implementation date for a new ADR applicable to the specified vehicle.”  Breaching a condition of an identification plate approval may be grounds for the variation, suspension or cancellation of an identification plate approval.

Vehicles with a “date of manufacture” prior to 1 January 2011, but not yet supplied to the market or used in transport may continue to be supplied to the market without complying with ADR80/03.

A “standard vehicle” is one that complies with all the applicable ADRs including the fitment of an identification (compliance) plate at the “date of manufacture”.

The “date of manufacture” is the date the vehicle is available in Australia in a condition which will enable an identification plate to be lawfully affixed to the vehicle.  (This means that the “date of manufacture” cannot be before the vehicle arrives in Australia.)
Partially completed vehicles will not have a “date of manufacture” until the vehicle is completed to a condition which enables the vehicle to be used in transport in Australia for its intended purposes.

Passenger vehicles must be completed to the point of being able to carry passengers before an identification plate can be lawfully fitted.  Seats must be fitted in accordance with the identification plate approval.

Goods vehicles, that are approved on the basis of a goods carrying body being added after manufacture is completed, must be complete and ADR compliant with the exception of the goods carrying body.  (Administrator’s Circular 0-4-11 – ‘Certification of chassis-cab vehicles’ refers.)

Manufacturers must obtain an updated identification plate approval that includes ADR 80/03 before 1 January 2011 to lawfully fit an identification plate to applicable vehicles after 1 January 2011.

The Vehicle Safety Standards Branch’s aims to issue identification plate approvals within 32 days of receipt of the last piece of satisfactory evidence.  During high workload periods, this timeframe may be exceeded.
Manufacturers must make their submissions for approvals as early as possible to ensure that approvals are issued in time for the 1 January 2011 applicability date.

Issue of an identification plate approval prior to the implementation date of ADR80/03 cannot be assured where the evidence is received after 30 November 2010.

The following are answers to commonly asked questions regarding applicability of ADR80/03.
	
	
	ADR80/03 applies?

	a
	The vehicles are completed at the factory overseas, with or without a 2010 identification plate fitted, waiting for shipment (and/or on the water on their way to Australia) to be landed in Australia after 1 January 2011.


	Yes

	b
	The vehicles are standard vehicles and can be used in transport in Australia for all intents and purposes but completion of the vehicles is delayed due to lack of parts that do not impinge on the ADRs.
	No

	c
	The vehicles are in Australia and have a 2010 identification plate fitted in accordance with administrators circular 0-4-11 but due to body-building work or fitment of ancillary equipment, the delivery to the customer (and registration) will not occur until 2011.


	No

	d
	As for ‘c’ above but the vehicles are not in Australia and the delivery to the customer (and registration) will not occur in Australia until 2011.


	Yes

	e
	The vehicles are in Australia and have a 2010 identification plate fitted but unable to be sold prior to 1 January 2011.

	No
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